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he had all around him did a good deal to embitter his
naturally vindictive temper. He had to undergo another
.and crowning one. Our war in the Peninsula being directed
from Paris, many strange anomalies resulted. For instance,
just as the chief of the staff was directing Mass6na to bring
all his troops together and hasten to the relief of Almeida, he
was ordering the Count of Erlon, whose corps formed part of
Massena's army, to repair at once to Andalusia and join Soult.
Ordered thus in two contrary directions, and knowing that his
troops would be better off in fertile Andalusia than in sterile
Portugal, Erlon was making ready to start for Seville. But
as his departure would have deprived Mass&aa of two fine
infantry divisions, and made it impossible for him to relieve
Almeida, according to the Emperor's instructions, he declined
to allow it. The other insisted, and the wretched squabbles
which we had already witnessed in the past winter with re-
gard to the corps were revived. At length, under pressure
from Mass6na, the Count of Erlon agreed to remain till the
blockade of Almeida was raised. That a commander-in-chief
should have thus to entreat his subordinate was quite un-
reasonable, and could only injure military discipline.

Meanwhile Bessi6res' promised reinforcements, not having
arrived by the 21st, Mass&oa, reckoning only on his own
resources to make his way to Almeida, concentrated his army
on the 26th, at Ciudad Rodrigo. But in order to feed the
assembled forces, it was necessary to draw upon tne supplies
of Rodrigo, and thus compromise the future fate of that
important place. We were only three leagues from the
English who were surrounding Almeida. We could not
communicate with the place, and we did not know their
strength. But we knew that Wellington had gone beyond
Badajos with a strong detachment, and Mass6na, trusting
that he would be unable to be back for eight or ten days,
wished to take advantage of his absence and accomplish the
re-victualling of Almeida. Wellington, however, hearing of
the movement of the French, returned promptly on Hs
tracks, and was in front of us on May 1st. THs was a great
misfortune, for it was probable that General Spencer, whoh  I  had shown.
